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Many Reasons Urban Forests Are Important



In Our Changing Climate, Natural Cooling Is a Life Saver

Heat Related Deaths: U.S. heat related 
deaths are >12,000 annually today 
and projected to be nearly 100,000 by 
2030. 

Heat Risk Is Not Equal: 12 percent of 
U.S. homes do not have air 
conditioning, and many more cannot 

afford to run it full-time or face barriers 
to energy access.

Efficacy: As one example, our study 
with Georgia Tech projects potential to 
reduce heat-related deaths in Dallas 
by 22% with tree cover gains.



Carbon Negative and Cost-Effective Cooling

Sequestration: Trees in U.S. 

cities & towns capture 

nearly 130 Million 

Mt/CO2e/Year.

Energy Savings: Trees in U.S. 

cities & towns save 38.8 

Million MWh & 246 MMBtus 

of energy use for heating 

and cooling.



While Also Lowering Air Pollution



But Only If You Have Trees in Your Neighborhood…
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Our flagship National Explorer makes Tree 
Equity Score available to all.

• Scores for 190,000+ urban block groups in the 
• A national standard to support equity-first tree 

planting and investment.
• Neighborhood-level data; municipal and 

regional goal-setting.
• Communicate the positive impacts of trees.

Local Analyzers serve a single city or region to help 
users shift Tree Equity Scores.

• Data for all public and private properties.
• For each block group (neighborhood), set Tree 

Equity Score goals and estimate planting needs.
• Build property-level plans to shift scores. Track 

progress. Communicate the benefits of new and 
existing trees.

• Co-created with stakeholders; locally-tailored.



https://www.treeequityscore.or

g/ 

https://www.treeequityscore.org/
https://www.treeequityscore.org/


 

                             

                     

                    

                     

                      

          

              

              

            

         

          



Critical Success Factor: When & How We Collaborate



Critical Success Factor: Climate & Health-Smart Forestry



Critical Success Factor: Take an Intersectional Approach



Critical Success Factor: Career Pathways for Those in Need



By Removing Key Barriers to Career Opportunities



Critical Success Factor: Ask for Funding at Scale of Need



https://www.vibrantcitieslab.co

m/ 

https://www.vibrantcitieslab.com/
https://www.vibrantcitieslab.com/


We Need A Global Tree Equity Movement

Let’s Learn & Innovate Together!

• Tree Equity Score is going global; You in?

• How we collaborate with our communities

• Next generation urban forestry

• Finding new intersectional solutions

• Opening new career pathways for those 

facing the highest barriers

• Public + private finance strategies

• 1t.org offers a pathway to global 

collaboration



Thank you
Jad Daley| American Forests

@JadDaley on 

Jdaley@AmericanForests.org





Memory Forests - Rooted in 

Racial Equity
Brenda Richardson





Green Obsession: Trees 

Towards Cities, Humans 

Towards Forests
Stefano Boeri
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