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Summary

• Novel urban ecosystems and green infrastructures (GI) 

• Ecosystem services of Wild Urban Woodlands (WUW)

• The role of WUW within urban plans: the Italian case study

• Conclusion and new perspectives
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Ecosystems services of WUW

modified from Maising 1998, in Dinetti 2009
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WUW and urban planning

(European background)



Italian case studies

GENERAL POINTS

new wilderness as

recent topic in urban

planning

different former land 

uses

heterogeneous drivers 

and consequences

N Town Land use
Surface

(ha)

1 Padova (PD) arable land 1.35

2 Milano (MI) extractive area/building site 5.45

3 Bologna (BO) military area 20 
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(Regional law 20/2000)
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• Wild woodlands represents an opportunity for the urban ecosystem, even for

the cost-effectiveness in regeneration process of abandoned areas;

• Need for an integration of these areas within the urban planning process in Italy

as additional green areas;

• Lack of novel urban ecosystems mapping activity within the urban plans;

• Planning tools are required to manage these dynamic wild areas maximising

their ecosystem services.

Conclusions


